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History of Japanese Consulate in Odessa

Shigeki Sumi

It is a well known fact that Japan had an Odessa legation from 1902 to 1937
with some intervals. In the 19th century, Odessa was one of the biggest cities in
Russia only after Moscow, St Petersburg and Warsaw. After the opening of the
Japanese legation in St. Petersburg in 1874, Japan wanted have a diplomatic mis-
sion in Odessa and as early as 1889 Japan nominated a prominent local person
in Odessa called Constantin Andrefskie as an honorary consul of Japan. Unfortu-
nately he declined this post next year due to the fact that his patron ,the Gover-
nor of Odessa was removed from his post. Japan appointed Alexsandre Rasheeff
in 1891 as a substitute. He was a well known merchant in Odessa. However he
died in 1898 while watching a play in a theater due to a heart attack.

By this time Russo Japanese relations was aggravated over the control of Ko-
rean Peninsula and Japan needed a diplomatic base in Odessa to collect military
intelligence on the Black Sea Fleet movement in addition to the commercial inter-
ests. First Japanese Consul Kametaro Iijima arrived in Odessa in 1902. Russo-
Japanese war broke out in February 1904 and lijima made a trip to Constantino-
ple, Budapest and Bulgaria to see the volatile situation in the Balkans where a
possible war between Turkey and Bulgaria might break out. During this trip in
Constantinople, Iijima met Sir. Woods Pasha, Vice admiral of the British navy,
who was helping the reconstruction of the Turkish navy and had valid informa-
tion about the possible passing of the Russian Black Sea fleet through the
Bosporus. For the Japanese navy it was a nightmare to see the unified fleets of
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Baltic and Black Sea coming to the Far East. Sir Woods said in spite of Russian
requests it was unlikely for Turkey to approve the sailing through of the Russian
Black See Fleet and the UK would be also against this request and ready to stop
the movements by using force. He continued however if a Russian request was
limited to the passing of voluntary semi militia vessels it would be another story.

1904, February, Russo- Japanese war began and Odessa Consulate was closed
in March. Iijima did not return to Japan but moved to Constantinople to continue
to collect Russian military information. At that time Japan did not have a diplo-
matic presence in Turkey and needed a person to observe the movement of the
Black Sea Fleet of Russia. Although Turkey did not allow the Russian Fleet to
sail through the Bosporus, three voluntary semi military Russian vessels carry-
ing coal passed the strait to join the Baltic fleet in 4th of July 1904.

After Russo Japanese war ended in 1905, Odessa Consulate was reopened and
same Kametaro Iijima returned. Seigo Sasaki who joined Odessa Consulate as
a deputy Consul in 1907 left a record on the city as follows.

1, Economy in Odessa was in a bad shape and there were many bloody inci-
dents between revolutionary terrorists and pro government nationalist groups.

2, There was an incident in which a police man was killed by the bomb and
during the funeral of that officer the nationalist group attacked Jewish shops and
residents as a revenge. The police did not stop these acts of violence.

3, Revolutionary group members attacked big companies, banks and shops
to get financial resources and one day a man met a manager of a big department
store where he threatened a manager by pointing a gun at his head and got
money and disappeared without attracting any notice.

In 1908 Japan closed Odessa Consulate for a financial reason which was only
reopened in 1925 after the revolution. The golden age of Odessa was lost with
the revolution. Seigo Sasaki who left Odessa 16 years before, returned as a Con-
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sul and found Odessa a very different city. The population of the city was halved
from 600 thousand before the revolution to 32 thousand in 1925. Although the
port was well equipped with agricultural product warehouses for export, the area
outside the city was left damaged caused during the civil war of the revolution.
In 1928 Hitoshi Ashida, prominent Japanese diplomat, who served in Russia be-
fore the revolution and later became the Japanese Prime Minister, visited Odessa
and published a book called [A Trip in the Black Sea]. Ashida said there was
a shortage of goods in the city against a backdrop of magnificent buildings built
during the time of Imperial Russia. He saw the play in the beautiful opera house
and saddened by the poorly attired audience. He also recorded even the well
equipped port warehouses were empty.

Odessa consulate was closed in 1937 due to the request of the Soviet govern-
ment who demanded the reduction of Japanese consulates in the Soviet. Japan
refused this request on the ground that it was against the agreement between Ja-
pan and the Soviet. However the Soviet government made all kinds of harass-
ment to force the consulate to the closure by terminating electricity and water
supply, arresting local staff. Japan made a strong protest in Moscow but had to
withdraw a consulate from Odessa.

Since then Japan never had a consulate in Odessa.
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