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To cherish Ukrainian and to protect Russian

Thor Datsenko

The aim of this article is to review the situation of diglossia in Ukraine in its his-
torical development. On the territory of modern Ukraine from the early time of
Kievan Rus' to the mid-18th century besides the vernacular various spoken and
written languages were in use. Among them were Old Church Slavonic, Old East
Slavic, Old Ruthenian, Latin, Polish. From the 18th century the usage of Russian
language extended on the Ukrainian speaking territory. In the Soviet time under
the different political circumstances the Ukrainian language was marginalized. Last
20 years the usage of Ukrainian in the society was expanded. On the other hand the
role of Russian as official language was reduced. The split in the society, including
the language problem, caused the War in Eastern Ukraine. In the near future
Ukrainian society must find ways of reconciliation between different social classes

regardless of language, religion or historical background.
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