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The “Orange Revolution”:

An Overture to the Ukrainian Crisis?

Kishichiro Amae*

This short report is based upon my personal experience and the observation of
the Ukranian situation in 2002-2005. This period was coincided with the so-called

“Orange Revolution”.

Upon my arrival, Ukraine was already split into two political rivalries: the gov-
erning group led by President L. Kuchma and Prime Minister V. Yanukovich on
one side, and the opposition party “Our Ukraine” led by V. Yushchenko and Y.
Tymoshenko on the other. In November, 2004 when the official announcement was
made that Yanukovich won the presidential election over Yushchenko in the run-off
ballot, tens of thousands demonstrators rushed into Kiev's Independent Square,
claiming that the ballot was gravely manipulated by the government. Within a few
days more and more protestors arrived in the capital from the provinces, and they
elected numerous numbers of tents in the main street. The parliament was
stormed and the government offices were forced to close for more than a month.
European leaders finally brokered a resolution when the situation turned tense.
Both Yanukovich and Yushchenko agreed to hold a new ballot in December, which
resulted in Yushchenko's victory.

Closely watching the course of events, I noticed the following:

President V. Putin’s personal interference in the presidential election campaign

*Ambassador to Ukraine (2002-05)
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was more than striking. He visited Kiev twice just before the November ballot, ap-
parently showing his strong support to Yanukovich. He visited Ukraine three times
in 2003 and 6 times in 2004, which was quite unusual. Putin, whose ultimate goal
is to regain the global power status of Russia, considers Ukraine as an integral part
of Great Russia. Having appalled by Yanukovich's defeat in the election 2004, Putin
may have determined to take a more sophisticated approach toward Ukraine.

My second observation is that the Orange Revolution occurred more or
less spontaneously, though it was assisted by foreign supporters of the “Rose
Revolution” in Georgia in 2003. It is also an open secret that US based NGOs, such
as Freedom House and Solos Fund, supported western-style democratization of
the former Soviet Union and the East Europe after the collapse of Berlin Wall.
Furthermore, approximately three million Ukranians emigrated to the US and
Canada since the end of WW2. Those émigrés set up interest groups to influence

the government policies toward Ukraine.

Why did “Orange Revolution” fail then? I would like to point out several reasons.
The first reason was the lack of unity among Ukrainian leaders. In particular, there
was considerable discord between Yushchenko and Tymoshenko. Both, photogenic
and intelligent, were excellent running mates in the Orange Revolution; but after
Tymoshenko was appointed PM, she made anti-corruption campaign her top prior-
ity, without fully consulting with the president. She targeted oligarchs such as V.
Pinchuk, who, son-in-law of Kuchma, dubiously won a tender of a privatized steel
company. But her anti-corruption campaign was opposed by other comrades, who
claimed that she herself was among the corrupt. Finally Tymoshenko was dis-
missed by Yushchenko in September 2005.

Another reason the revolution failed was the aftermath of Yushchenko’s leader-
ship. He was sickened after he had a private dinner with his friends two months be
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fore the election. He was hastily airlifted to a hospital in Vienna and later treated
in Geneva. He survived, but his mind and body was deeply marred because of a
large quantity of dioxin. He lost his handsome feature as well as his strong charac-
ter.

The third reason was perhaps difficult to prove. After the Orange Revolution,
Putin could not be happy at all to see Ukraine slip out of his hand. He started put-
ting pressure to Ukraine by squeezing its gas supply and through other measures.
He continuously discredited Yushchenko. He made a deliberate compromise with
Tymoshenko, who ascended to her second term as PM, in conjunction with a gas
deal with Russia. Animosity between Yushchenko and Tymoshenko gave a windfall

profit to Putin-backed Yanukovich, who won the presidential election in 2010.

Yanukovich’s sudden departure from the presidency was another shock to Putin.
He did not hesitate to control Crimea by force and to interfere in the armed conflict
in Donetsk and Lugansk. Despite the Minsk Agreement in February 2014 the
Russian military presence in the eastern region has been witnessed and a ceasefire
has yet been realized. Ukraine would do well to reflect deeply on its current situa-
tion. Now, the leadership of President Poroshenko and the whole nation seem to
be far more united than before, sensing Ukraine’s existence to be threatened by

Russia.
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