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Lower-Value Probate Inventories in
Eighteenth-Century Bristol:
Four Case Studies

Yoshihiko Okabe

Probate inventories were lists of movable goods; therefore, many research
studies tend to use higher value inventories to observe samples of items used in
daily life. So it is afraid only to investigate limited social status. This paper avoids
this by analysing lower-value probate inventories of goods under ten pounds.
The main source materials are probate inventories in the Ecclesiastical Cause
Papers at the Bristol Record Office. Whenever certain inventories were required
for proceedings in the consistory court, they remained in the bundle of
Ecclesiastical Cause Papers annually.

From case studies of four probate inventories including that of a merchant,
widow, mariner, and yeoman, one observes that they were all prepared in the
correct style under law-related probate, even while they were lower in value.

In the mariner’s case, there was proof that a probate inventory was used as
confirmation of debt. In the widow’s case, there was some description of over-
seas matters and of properties.

In these four examples, consumer goods such as a looking glass and decora-
tions were not recorded. These inventories were of a lower value, so it is just as
expected. However, these examples are not biased because they include not only
some kind of social status but also both sexes. Therefore, some researchers have
said that in the case of specific social status, there were novelties, but not all of
them had such products.

On the other hand, John Wright used ‘vallions’, which means a valance for a
bed, while Margaret Nead enjoyed fashion and owned pictures. Their lives were
simple, but such instances shows us they were determined to enjoy a consumer-
ist lifestyle. This is paradoxical, as some cases of written occupation in probate
inventories were not consistent with their real social status.
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(1) John Wright (B2 : merchant, %X : City of Bristoll , 16944F) D#&

12

R EE B 8%
A true and perfect Inventory of all and singular
the goods and Chattls® rights debts and Credits of
John Wright late of the City of Bristoll® Mercht® decd®
taken and appraised this 6* day of December 1694
by John Adlington and John Peters as foll®

Imps The deceaseds wearing apparrell

It In ready money in the house

It One bed and bedsteed with Curtains & vallions and
rug

It Six old chaires and an old Couch att

It three table clothes, three dozen of Napkins and four

Towells att

It One sideboard cloth and bagg

It Three old paire of Sheetes and i pair of Cotton blankets

It One old Trunk and one old chest

It One pair of dogs with brass heads

It One paire of old window Curtaines

It Two stooles and two old chaires

It One little folding table

It One paire of brass slice and tongs

It One paire of brass Andirons

It Two pictures

It One Scriptor

It One Settle & Cup board

It One Little e brass fish plate

It One little brass pan & copper pan

It One old Crock

It three old chairs & one table

It One Old gowne fitted for the decd as a serjeant &c

It For one Mace

Turne over/
Ex 4 to Majj in Cur

00
00

01
00

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
01
01
09

10
00

15
12

05
01
06
06
02
01
02
01
03
10
01
06
05
05
05
04
04

17
02

00
00

00
00

o (o e el = = = ]
S OO OO O O O

O O O O o o O

[e i He2)
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A true just and pfect account of all and singuler

the goods Chattles and Credits of John Wright within=
named, which since his death have come to the hands
possion® or knowledge of Judith Gittoes of the Citty
of Bristoll widow executrix of the last will & testamt

of the within named John Wright and is as
followeth (vizt )
The charge
Impr® This Accomptant chargeth herselfe with the
sume of nine pounds and twoe shillings
being the sume totall of the Inventory within
written
The discharge . /

s

Imp*  For psons® to attend the decd 28 weeks in his

sickness att 5° p® weeke

1t® paid for four Bushells & halfe of Mault att4*
& six pence p Bushell

It paid the Collier for four dozen of Cole att 5° & 6° p
dozen

It more paid for two dozen of Candles

It more paid for three Couple of Chicken

It more paid for Ale att times

It paid for sev® all small things att Sundry times

It more paid to a Keeper for two weekes

It To William Biggers Marriner being moneys
borrowed by Mr Wright in his life time

It For his Shrowde & Coffin

It For breakeing the ground in the Church, burialls &
other charges thereabouts

It For wine

It For Gloves & hat bands

It For torches

It For a proctors Fee & proxy

It For draweing one part of the Inventory and
stateing this account

It For the allowance of it & act

09

|
|
o
}

01
00
00
00
01
00

01

00
02
00
00

02

00

00

02
12
03
05
10

08

00
12

03
10
10
06
04

05
01

00

S o 0o o o o

< O

» O O O

»

13



18R 7Y 2 M Vi 1) 5 {RER O ARTEPE B &k

14

It paid to Mr Richard Yeamans for a debt due
to him by bill under the hand & seale of the sd®

John Wright 05 00
31 13 2
i S
paid for proveing the deceaseds will 00 12 0
Due to Joane Merrett in London by bond under
hand & seale of the deceased ] 2 00 0
Due on the other side 31 13 2
Sum totall of
Disbusem” &c } 34 05 2

It The said Accountant doth declare that there is
halfe a yeares rent due to the said deceased by his
tenant in the Country, but what the exact sume is
shee knoweth not, but declares that as soone as the
same comes to her hand, shee wil be ready to charge
herselfe therewith . /
Judith 1G  Gittoes
her mke® /.
i EP//2/1/1695, BRO.

(2) Neady Margaret (¥ : widow, #IX : City of Bristoll, 17484E) D32
BE H &%

A Full true and Perfect Inventory of all and Singular

the Goods Chattles Rights and Creditts of Margarett Neady lat®
of the City of Bristoll Widow deced which Since her death
have Come to the hands Custody possession or knowledge of
of John Angier of the said City of Bristoll Merchant Executor
named in the last Will & Testament of the said Margarett
Neady as followeth (to witt)

One 0ld Bedstead & Matt 0
One Bed and Bolster and old Quilt sowed up in a Blankett 1 0
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The Deceased’s Picture without a frame
One old Fashioned Chest of Drowers

The Sum Totall of her Jwe

The Full and True Account of the abovenamed

John Angier as well of his Receipts as of his Paym®

Disbursmts and other necessary Expences which he

hath made Disbursed and been at as followeth

The Charge
This Accountant Chargeth himself with the Severall
Articles Sett forth in the foregoing Inventory amounting
to the Sum of
The Discharge

This Accountant Craveth an Allowance for the Deceased’s
Lodging and Boarding with him for the Space of Five
Weeks at the Rate of Five Shillings p Week amounting
to the Sum of
He also Craveth an Allowance for the Sum of Two pounds
Eight shillings and Six pence being for Goods and
Necessaries by this Accountant sold and delivered to
the Deceased in her Life time
He also Craveth an Allowance for the Funeral Expences
of the Deceased Amounting to
Also for severall sums by him lent the deced in her lifetime
on Notes & otherwise amounting to
He also Craveth an Allowance for the Charges he paid for
proving the Deceaseds Will as also for the Charges he hath
been and shall be at in Exhibiting this his Inventory
and Account

Also This Accountant sayth he hath heard there are Monies in the

Hands of Onesiphonie

0
0

15

24

4
8

1 16

16

19

Norman of Bristol Brewer belonging to the Estate of the Deceased

on Account of Goods consign him from Jamaica And also on

Account of Rents he received from some Houses in Bedminster

But how much he cannot set forth But sayth when he hath

received the same he will be ready to Account for the same

0
0
0
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John Angier
W : EP/J/2/1/1748, BRO.

(3) Close Winburn (82 : mariner, %X : City and Diocese of Bristol, 1751
) oWFEER&

A true and perfect inventory of all and singular the goods

and Chattels of Close Winburn late of the City and Diocese

of Bristol mariner deced exhibited this 23 day of December

1751 by Thomas Putham fate-of the-City-and Principal Creditor

of the said deceased

To moneys due to the deat for £ s d
His service on board the Queen Ann 6 0 0 Thomas Putham
Snow about

In the King’s Bench
Between Edward Hipsly Pit®
and

James Brown Deft®

The Plt maketh Oath that the Deft is really and
justly indebted to this Dept in the sum of Eight
Pounds of lawful British Money for Goods by this
Dep' sold the Deft and Delivered to him or his Order
and that the Deft is further indebted to him this

Dep' in the Sum of Five Pounds of Lawful British
money by Bill Drawn by Joseph White on the

Deft for Value received payable to this Dep' ~

Sworn at Bristol 4* day of July
1737 before me

8 EP/J/2/1/1751, BRO.

(4) Thomas Sherman (B{% @ yeoman, #(X : Stapleton, 17714F) ORERE
BEH 8%
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A true perfect inventory of all singular

the Goods Chattels & Credits of Thomas Sherman

late of the parish of Stapleton in the County of
Gloucester & Diocese of Bristol Yeoman

deceased which since his Death have come to the

hand possession or Knowledge of Sarah Sherman

his widow & Relict & sole Executrix to the best of

her Remembrance Belief & by her by her Exhibited into
the Episcopal Court of Bristol the 6 day of July

1771 as follows Viz'

Money in the House at the time of the decseds death about
Household Goods
One Bed, Bedstead & furniture
One case of Drawer
Two old chair
One Chest
One pair of Bellow
Two Pewter Dishes
Four pewter plates
Four Earthen plates
Four Trenchers
One Warming pan
One table
Two Stools
One Sauce Pan
One pair of Tongs
Part of which before mentioned goods the Exhibitant gave

=Rl B« I 2 = I - o I e N N = B = T T =

ot
(=]

to son Thos Sherman & the other parties was taken for Rent due in the

deceased life time
Three small cottages or Tenement hels by Lease a for
The Lives of this Exhibitant & Thomas Sherman

Now let a the Sum of at the sum of 4: 10: 0 p Annum

This Exhibitant craveth an allowance of the several

S H O O O NN RFE R

SO D A O
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Sum of Money paid laid out & expended by this Exihibitant

in & about the funeral of the said otherwise e touching his

Executorship as follow

Paid for funeral Expences 3 0

P.d for the late of the tribe 1 16
This exhibitant craveth and allowance for of all

such sum & sum of money as shall pay in & about

drawing ingrossing in this Inventory & account & other money necessary

Charge relating thereto or otherwise occasioned by this pretended

Suit

Sworn before us in
Open Court the 6 day The Mark of
of July 1771 I
Sarah Sherman

J. Camplin Sur®

Hi#i: EP/J/2/1/1771, BRO.

@ Chattels
@ Bristol

® Merchant
@ deceased
® follows

® possession
@ Imprimis=First
persons
® per

@ Item

@ sever

@ said

@ mark

@ late

@® Plaintiff
@® Defendant
@ Surrogate



